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A woman and Jesus meet. She is an adulteress and, in the eyes of the 
Law, liable to be stoned. Jesus, through his preaching and the total 
gift of himself that would lead him to the Cross, returned the Mosaic 

Law to its true and original intent. Here, what is central is not the law or legal 
justice, but the love of God, which is capable of looking into the heart of each 
person and seeing the deepest desire hidden there; God’s love must take 
primacy over all else. 

This Gospel account, however, is not an encounter of sin and judgment in the 
abstract, but of a sinner and her Savior. Jesus looked that woman in the eye and 

Jesus and the 
Adulteress

Throughout the Year of Mercy in 2015-2016, the Catholic Church 
focused its attention on its call to be merciful. “Mercy cannot become 
a mere parenthesis in the life of the Church; it constitutes her very 
existence, through which the profound truths of the Gospel are 
made manifest and tangible,” Pope Francis wrote in the apostolic 
letter concluding the year, Misericordia et Misera (Mercy and Misery). 
The Church is not a club or a nice idea, but love in action. Jesus 
shows us the way.

Meditation
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read in her heart a desire to be understood, forgiven and set free. The misery of 
sin was clothed with the mercy of love. Jesus’ only judgment is one filled with 
mercy and compassion for the condition of this sinner. To those who wished to 
judge and condemn her to death, Jesus replies with a lengthy silence. His 
purpose was to let God’s voice be heard in the consciences not only of the 
woman, but also in those of her accusers, who drop their stones and one by one 
leave the scene (cf. John 8.9). 

Jesus then says: “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?… 
Neither do I condemn you. Go your way and from now on do not sin again.” 
(vv. 10-11) Jesus helps the woman to look to the future with hope and to make 
a new start in life. Henceforth, if she so desires, she can “live in love.” 
(Ephesians 5.2)

Once clothed in mercy, even if the inclination to sin remains, it is overcome 
by the love that makes it possible for her to look ahead and to live her life 
differently.  n
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Prayer

Mary, Virgin and Mother,
you who, moved by the Holy Spirit,
welcomed the word of life

in the depths of your humble faith:
as you gave yourself completely to the Eternal One,
help us to say our own “yes”
to the urgent call, as pressing as ever,
to proclaim the good news of Jesus.
Filled with Christ’s presence, 
you brought joy to John the Baptist,
making him exult in the womb of his mother.
Brimming over with joy,
you sang of the great things done by God.
Standing at the foot of the cross
with unyielding faith,

Star of the New 
Evangelization

In Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel), Pope Francis emphasizes 
the Church’s evangelizing mission. The Church is comprised of 
missionary disciples who are “permanently in a state of mission.”

Source: Evangelii 
Gaudium (The Joy 
of the Gospel), 
288. Issued Nov. 
24, 2013. 
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you received the joyful comfort of the resurrection, 
and joined the disciples in awaiting the Spirit
so that the evangelizing Church might be born.
Obtain for us now a new ardour born of the resurrection,
that we may bring to all the Gospel of life
which triumphs over death.
Give us a holy courage to seek new paths,
that the gift of unfading beauty
may reach every man and woman. 
Virgin of listening and contemplation,
Mother of love, Bride of the eternal wedding feast,
pray for the Church, whose pure icon you are, 
that she may never be closed in on herself 
or lose her passion for establishing God’s kingdom.
Star of the new evangelization, 
help us to bear radiant witness to communion,
service, ardent and generous faith,
justice and love of the poor,
that the joy of the Gospel
may reach to the ends of the earth,
illuminating even the fringes of our world.
Mother of the living Gospel,
wellspring of happiness for God’s little ones, 
pray for us.
Amen. Alleluia!  n
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