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6th Sunday  
of Easter
in theSe weekS after Easter 
we make our way through 
the Acts of the Apostles. We 
should really say the acts of 
the Holy Spirit, continuing the 
work of Christ and enabling 
his disciples to become like 
Christ. We see them preach-
ing and working miracles like 
Christ. In today’s reading we 
see them being persecuted by 
the same people who crucified 
Christ and, just as the cross 
gives the gospel its power, so 
the persecution of the apostles 
spreads the good news around 
the world.

In Samaria, Peter and John 
bestow the Spirit upon those 
who have been baptized into 
Christ. They have the power 
to do this because Christ has 
already bestowed the Spirit on 

them. John’s Gospel repeatedly 
emphasizes that Christ’s first 
and greatest gift is the gift of 
the Spirit, the Paraclete, who 
acts as our advocate and speaks 
through and for us: the Spirit 
of truth who leads believers 
into all truth. The Spirit dwells 
within our hearts, for the Spirit 
is love who unites us with the 
Father in Christ.

We should not think of the 
Spirit as a replacement for 
Christ, but rather as God unit-
ing us with the Christ who lives 
in glory in the union of the 
Father. It is the glorification of 
this Christ that we celebrate in 
this Eucharist by the power of 
the Spirit.

Jennifer Cooper
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People and Prayers to Remember this Week

Readings of the Day  

Acts 8.5-8, 14-17
Psalm 66

1 Peter 3.15-18
John 14.15-21

Responding to the Word

Peter encourages us to be ready to share the reason for our 
hope. With whom might I share my hope today?
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Final Thoughts …

Feasts this Week

May 18 St John I 
May 20 St Bernardine of Siena 
May 21 St Eugène de Mazenod (Canada) 
 St Christopher Magallanes & Companions 
 Ascension of the Lord (in some regions of the USA) 
May 22 St Rita of Cascia


