
SUNDAY JUNE 21

12th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
“but everyone elSe is doing 
it!” School kids teasing the 
loner? Executives padding their 
expense accounts? Neighbors 
gossiping about the family down 
the street? “Everyone else is 
doing it!” It’s easy to just go with 
the flow, to abdicate responsi-
bility for our own actions.

Deep down inside, we all 
realize that it doesn’t matter 
what everyone else is doing – 
what matters is what we are 
doing. As followers of Jesus, we 
are called to witness to the truth 
of God’s kingdom, regardless 
of what everyone else does. By 
doing what is right and just, we 
acknowledge God who is Lord 
of all life.

Easy to say, but much more 
difficult to live out in daily life. 

Just ask the teenager who defies 
the bully at school. Or the per-
son who stands up for what is 
right and risks ridicule, rejec-
tion or worse. Of all people, 
Jesus knew what can happen 
when we try to swim against 
the tide of popular opinion.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus 
promises us that we will never 
be left alone when we try to do 
what is right. He doesn’t say it 
will be easy. What he does say 
is that whenever we speak up 
for truth and justice, God is 
on our side, sustaining us and 
holding us up in difficult and 
challenging times. Indeed the 
Lord is with us!

Teresa Whalen Lux
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People and Prayers to Remember this Week

Readings of the Day  

Jeremiah 20.10-13
Psalm 69

Romans 5.12-15
Matthew 10.26-33

Responding to the Word

Jesus’ death and resurrection began the overthrow of evil’s 
power in our world. What can I do today to increase the 
amount of good and lessen the amount of evil?
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Final Thoughts …

Feasts this Week

June 22 St Paulinus of Nola 
 St John Fisher and St Thomas More 
June 24 Nativity of St John the Baptist 
June 27 Bl Nykyta Budka and Bl Vasyl Velychkowsky (Canada) 
 St Cyril of Alexandria


