
SUNDAY JUNE 28

13th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
when i waS an undergrad, I was 
told to read the Gospel of Mat-
thew backwards, starting with 
the ending, the “Great Commis-
sion.” Jesus’ final words to his 
followers – “Go and make dis-
ciples of all nations” – resound 
in me and find a home in my 
heart, in the midst of the ordi-
nariness of the end of school 
and the beginning of summer.

Today’s Gospel occurs after 
Jesus calls each of his disciples 
by name, these very ordinary 
people who had commonplace 
lives marked by birth, growing 
up, marriage, children, work 
and death, much like our own 
hidden lives. Jesus calls these 
people out of their everyday 
existence to a spectacular pur-
pose: working with him to bring 
about the kingdom of justice, 

peace and love in this world 
and to prepare for the next.

In calling them, in calling us 
through the baptism that Paul 
refers to, Jesus affords each of 
us a dignity, a purpose and a 
value unique to our gifts and 
capacities.

For some of us, we may be 
called to welcome the stranger, 
as the Shunammite woman 
did, to listen with patience 
and openness to the prophets 
in our midst, no matter how 
unwelcome their message 
might be. Or maybe we are 
simply called to respond to 
someone’s need for a cold cup 
of water to offset the heat of a 
blazing summer sun.

Maureen Wicken
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People and Prayers to Remember this Week

Readings of the Day  

2 Kings 4.8-12a, 14-16
Psalm 89

Romans 6.3-4, 8-11
Matthew 10.37-42

Responding to the Word

Paul explains that those who have been baptized ought to 
die to sin and live faithfully. Which area of my life do I need 
to die to?
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Final Thoughts …

Feasts this Week

June 29 St Peter and St Paul 
June 30 First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church 
July 1 Canada Day (Canada) 
 St Junípero Serra (USA) 
July 3 St Thomas 
July 4 St Elizabeth of Portugal (Canada) 
 Independence Day (USA)


