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JUNE 2
WEEKDAY

[ St. Marcellinus and 
St. Peter, martyrs (d. 304) ]  
Marcellinus and Peter lived in 
Rome during the time of the em-
peror Diocletian. Little is known 
about them. Peter is said to have 
been an exorcist who ministered 
under Marcellinus, a well-known 
priest. Legend has it that, while in 
prison, they converted their jailer 
and his family. They were put to 
death for their faith about the 
year 304 and are commemorated 
in the First Eucharistic Prayer of 
the Mass. There are accounts of 
miracles that resulted when their 
remains were moved to a monas-
tery in Germany in 827. Like them, 
may we look for opportunities to 
witness to Christ.  ]

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON   
(Cf. Psalm 25 [24]:16, 18)
Turn to me and have mercy 

on me, O Lord, for I am alone 
and poor. See my lowliness 
and suffering and take away 
all my sins, my God.

COLLECT
O God, whose providence 

never fails in its design,
keep from us, we humbly 

beseech you, 
all that might harm us 
and grant all that works for 

our good.
Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with 

you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

READING  (2 Peter 3:12-15a, 17-18)
Beloved: Wait for and hasten 
the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens 
will be dissolved in flames and 
the elements melted by fire. 
But according to his promise 
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we await new heavens and a 
new earth in which righteous-
ness dwells.

Therefore, beloved, since 
you await these things, be eager 
to be found without spot or 
blemish before him, at peace. 
And consider the patience of 
our Lord as salvation.

Therefore, beloved, since 
you are forewarned, be on 
your guard not to be led into 
the error of the unprincipled 
and to fall from your own sta-
bility. But grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord 
and savior Jesus Christ. To him 
be glory now and to the day of 
eternity. Amen.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   
(Psalm 90:2, 3-4, 10, 14, 16)
r∙ In every age, O Lord, you have 

been our refuge.
Before the mountains  

 were begotten
 and the earth and the  

 world were brought forth,

 from everlasting to  
 everlasting you are God. 
 r∙

You turn man back to dust,
 saying, “Return,  

 O children of men.” 
For a thousand years  

 in your sight
 are as yesterday, now that  

 it is past,
 or as a watch of the night.  

 r∙
Seventy is the sum of  

 our years,
 or eighty, if we are strong,
And most of them are  

 fruitless toil,
 for they pass quickly and  

 we drift away. r∙
Fill us at daybreak with  

 your kindness,
 that we may shout  

 for joy and gladness  
 all our days.

Let your work be seen  
 by your servants

 and your glory by their  
 children. r∙
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ALLELUIA  (See Ephesians 1:17-18)
Alleluia, alleluia. May the 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ enlighten the eyes of 
our hearts, that we may know 
what is the hope that belongs 
to his call. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL  (Mark 12:13-17)

S o m e  Ph a r i s e e s  a n d 
Herodians were sent to 
Jesus to ensnare him in 

his speech. They came and said 

to him, “Teacher, we know that 
you are a truthful man and 
that you are not concerned 
with anyone’s opinion. You 
do not regard a person’s sta-
tus but teach the way of God 
in accordance with the truth. 
Is it lawful to pay the census 
tax to Caesar or not? Should 
we pay or should we not pay?” 
Knowing their hypocrisy he 
said to them, “Why are you test-
ing me? Bring me a denarius 

Why were people amazed at Jesus? He gave a clever answer to a tricky 
question. Was it his quick wit that impressed them? His understanding 
of the political situation and ability to stay out of their trap? Or was it 
because he did not fear power, dominance, and wealth? All these are 
rare and admirable qualities. But what is amazing about Jesus here is 
much deeper: when people come to him to trip him up, expose him to 
failure, and ridicule him, he responds to them with love. He shows them 
something of God. He reminds them that everything of value belongs 
to God, and anything that is not of God is worthless and powerless. He 
hears the questions they are really asking: Is God true? Why does God 
let us suffer? Does God love us? These are basic questions of the 
human heart. And Jesus himself is the answer. MARY MARROCCO
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to look at.” They brought one 
to him and he said to them, 
“Whose image and inscrip-
tion is this?” They replied to 
him, “Caesar’s.” So Jesus said to 
them, “Repay to Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar and to God 
what belongs to God.” They 
were utterly amazed at him.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Trusting in your compassion, 

O Lord, 
we come eagerly with our 

offerings to your sacred 
altar,

that, through the purifying 
action of your grace,

we may be cleansed by the 
very mysteries we serve.

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON   
(Cf. Psalm 17 [16]:6)
To you I call, for you will surely 
heed me, O God; turn your ear 
to me; hear my words.

OR  (Mark 11:23, 24)
Amen, I say to you: Whatever 
you ask for in prayer, believe 
you will receive it, and it will 
be yours, says the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Govern by your Spirit,  

we pray, O Lord,
those you feed with the Body 

and Blood of your Son,
that, professing you not just 

in word or in speech,
but also in works and in truth,
we may merit to enter  

the Kingdom of Heaven.
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

We must distinguish what belongs 
to earthly authorities and what be-
longs to God.

 $ In what way might I need 
to direct my loyalty more to 
God?

Jesus, today I offer you…




