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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON   
(Cf. Wisdom 3:6-7, 9)
As gold in the furnace, the 
Lord put his chosen to the 
test; as sacrificial offerings, 
he took them to himself; 
and in due time they will be 
honored, and grace and peace 
will be with the elect of God.

COLLECT
O God, who have made the 

blood of Martyrs
the seed of Christians,
mercifully grant that the field 

which is your Church,
watered by the blood
shed by Saints Charles 

Lwanga and his 
companions,

may be fertile and always 
yield you an abundant 
harvest.

Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit,

WEDNESDAY 
JUNE 3
ST. CHARLES LWANGA AND 
COMPANIONS

[ St. Charles Lwanga  
and Companions, martyrs  
(c. 1860-1886) ] 
The 22 martyrs of Uganda died 
on June 3, 1886, and were can-
onized in 1964. Charles Lwanga 
and his companions had become 
Christians through the Catholic 
missions of the Missionaries of 
Africa.

Charles’ predecessor, as 
master of the royal pages, was 
also a Christian: both men had 
reproached King Mwanga for 
his cruelty and immorality. But 
the king ordered Charles and 
the other young pages who were 
Christian to be put to death. Even 
after their deaths, the number of 
Christians continued to increase. 
May we pray their deaths will 
continue to bring grace to African 
Christians today.  ]
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one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

READING  (2 Timothy 1:1-3, 6-12)
Paul, an Apostle of Christ 
Jesus by the will of God for the 
promise of life in Christ Jesus, 
to Timothy, my dear child: 
grace, mercy, and peace from 
God the Father and Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

I am grateful to God, whom 
I worship with a clear con-
science as my ancestors did, as 
I remember you constantly in 
my prayers, night and day.

For this reason, I remind 
you to stir into flame the gift 
of God that you have through 
the imposition of my hands. 
For God did not give us a 
spirit of cowardice but rather 
of power and love and self-
control. So do not be ashamed 
of your testimony to our Lord, 
nor of me, a prisoner for his 
sake; but bear your share of 
hardship for the Gospel with 

the strength that comes from 
God.

He saved us and called us 
to a holy life, not according 
to our works but according to 
his own design and the grace 
bestowed on us in Christ 
Jesus before time began, but 
now made manifest through 
the appearance of our savior 
Christ Jesus, who destroyed 
death and brought life and 
immortality to light through 
the Gospel, for which I was 
app ointed preacher  and 
Apostle and teacher. On this 
account I am suffering these 
things; but I am not ashamed, 
for I know him in whom I 
have believed and am confi-
dent that he is able to guard 
what has been entrusted to me 
until that day.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   
(Psalm 123:1b-2ab, 2cdef)
r∙ To you, O Lord, I lift up 

my eyes.
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To you I lift up my eyes
 who are enthroned  

 in heaven.
Behold, as the eyes  

 of servants
 are on the hands  

 of their masters.
r∙ To you, O Lord, I lift up 

my eyes.
As the eyes of a maid
 are on the hands of  

 her mistress,
So are our eyes on the Lord,  

 our God,
 till he have pity on us. r∙

ALLELUIA  (John 11:25a, 26)
Alleluia, alleluia. I am the res-
urrection and the life, says the 
Lord; whoever believes in me 
will never die. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL  (Mark 12:18-27)

S ome Sadducees, who say 
there is no resurrection, 
came to Jesus and put 

this question to him, saying, 
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us, 

If someone’s brother dies, leaving 
a wife but no child, his brother 
must take the wife and raise 
up descendants for his brother. 
Now there were seven broth-
ers. The first married a woman 
and died, leaving no descen-
dants. So the second brother 
married her and died, leaving 
no descendants, and the third 
likewise. And the seven left 
no descendants. Last of all the 
woman also died. At the resur-
rection when they arise whose 
wife will she be? For all seven 
had been married to her.” Jesus 
said to them, “Are you not mis-
led because you do not know 
the Scriptures or the power of 
God? When they rise from the 
dead, they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage, but they 
are like the angels in heaven. 
As for the dead being raised, 
have you not read in the Book 
of Moses, in the passage about 
the bush, how God told him, 
I am the God of Abraham, the 
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God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob? He is not God of the 
dead but of the living. You are 
greatly misled.”

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
We offer you sacrifice,  

O Lord, humbly praying
that, as you granted the 

blessed Martyrs

grace to die rather than sin,
so you may bring us to 

minister at your altar
in dedication to you alone.
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON   
(Psalm 116 [115]:15)
How precious in the eyes of 

Praying for those we love is one of our dearest pledges of friendship. 
We can’t always help others in physical or material ways, but each of 
us can ask God’s blessings on another. “But I am unworthy for God to 
hear me,” we might say. We don’t have to be worthy. We are dealing 
with a God who loves sinners and looks only for goodwill on our part. 
One of the most beautiful surprises of heaven, I suspect, will be to 
learn that the prayers of some poor unknown person saved us from 
temporal or spiritual disaster. Such is the power of prayer. Prayer is a 
chain that links us in a kinship closer than blood. As I write this, my 
prayer goes out to God that each of you who reads it will find in it 
strength and courage to face whatever God is asking of you. And if 
everyone of you who reads this will make that same prayer for each 
other person reading this, and renew that intention to each day’s 
reading, what a powerful chain will bind us to each other before God.  
SR. MARY TERESE DONZE, ASC
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the Lord is the death of his 
holy ones.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We have received this divine 

Sacrament, O Lord,
as we celebrate the victory  

of your holy Martyrs;
may what helped them to 

endure torment, we pray,
make us, in the face of trials,
steadfast in faith and in 

charity.
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

 RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Jesus reminds us that God is  
a God of the living.

 $ How am I living more fully 
because of God’s presence  
in my life?

Jesus, be with me so that…

THURSDAY 
JUNE 4
WEEKDAY

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON   
(Cf. Psalm 25 [24]:16, 18)
Turn to me and have mercy 
on me, O Lord, for I am alone 
and poor. See my lowliness 
and suffering and take away 
all my sins, my God.

COLLECT
O God, whose providence 

never fails in its design,
keep from us, we humbly 

beseech you,
all that might harm us
and grant all that works  

for our good.
Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with 

you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.




