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you ask for in prayer, believe 
you will receive it, and it will 
be yours, says the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Govern by your Spirit,  

we pray, O Lord,
those you feed with  

the Body and Blood  
of your Son,

that, professing you not just 
in word or in speech,

but also in works  
and in truth,

we may merit to enter  
the Kingdom of Heaven.

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Love of both God and of neigh-
bor summarizes our Christian 
challenge.

 $ How can I express this twofold 
love?

Jesus, today I will…

FRIDAY
JUNE 5
ST. BONIFACE

St. Boniface, bishop & martyr  
(c. 675-754) 
Born in England, 
Wynfrid was 
raised in 
Benedictine 
monasteries. 
Pope Gregory II 
gave him the name Boniface, 
along with a commission to 
preach to non-Christians, and he 
was made bishop of Germany. 
At Geismar, he converted many 
when he cut down the sacred 
pagan Oak of Thor without being 
harmed by their gods. In 754, he 
and thirty companions were killed 
by non-Christians while preparing 
to confirm more converts. His 
work as a missionary, organizer, 
and reformer earned him the title 
of “Apostle of Germany.” Like 
Boniface, let us pray to “stand fast 
in what is right and prepare our 
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souls for trial.”  ]

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  
This holy man fought to the 
death for the law of his God 
and did not fear the words of 
the godless, for he was built 
on solid rock.

OR  (Cf. Wisdom 10:12)  
The Lord granted him a stern 
struggle, that he might know 
that wisdom is mightier than 
all else.

COLLECT
May the Martyr Saint 

Boniface be our advocate, 
O Lord,

that we may firmly hold  
the faith

he taught with his lips  
and sealed in his blood

and confidently profess it  
by our deeds.

Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with 

you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

READING (2 Timothy 3:10-17)
You have followed my teach-
ing, way of life, purpose, faith, 
patience, love, endurance, per-
secutions, and sufferings, such 
as happened to me in Antioch, 
Iconium, and Lystra, persecu-
tions that I endured. Yet from 
all these things the Lord deliv-
ered me. In fact, all who want 
to live religiously in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted. But 
wicked people and charlatans 
will go from bad to worse, 
deceivers and deceived. But 
you, remain faithful to what 
you have learned and believed, 
because you know from whom 
you learned it, and that from 
infancy you have known the 
sacred Scriptures, which are 
capable of giving you wisdom 
for salvation through faith in 
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Christ Jesus. All Scripture is 
inspired by God and is useful 
for teaching, for refutation, for 
correction, and for training in 
righteousness, so that one who 
belongs to God may be com-
petent, equipped for every 
good work.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   
(Psalm 119:157, 160, 161, 165, 166, 168)
r∙ O Lord, great peace have they 

who love your law.
Though my persecutors  

 and my foes are many,
 I turn not away from your 

 decrees. r∙
Permanence is your word’s  

 chief trait;
 each of your just ordinances 

 is everlasting. r∙
Princes persecute me  

 without cause
 but my heart stands in awe 

 of your word. r∙
Those who love your law 

 have great peace,
 and for them there is  

 no stumbling block. r∙
I wait for your salvation,  

 O Lord,
 and your commands  

 I fulfill. r∙
I keep your precepts and  

 your decrees,
 for all my ways are before 

 you. r∙

ALLELUIA  (John 14:23)
Alleluia, alleluia. Whoever loves 
me will keep my word and 
my Father will love him and 
we will come to him. Alleluia, 
alleluia.

GOSPEL  (Mark 12:35-37)

A s Jesus was teaching 
in the temple area 
he said, “How do the 

scribes claim that the Christ 
is the son of David? David 
himself, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, said:
 The Lord said to my lord, 

‘Sit at my right hand
 until I place your enemies 
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 under your feet.’
David himself calls him ‘lord’; 
so how is he his son?” The 
great crowd heard this with 
delight.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Sanctify our offerings  

by your blessing,
O Lord, we pray
and by your grace may we be 

set afire
with that flame of your love
through which Saint 

Boniface overcame every 
bodily torment.

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

OR
May the offerings we bring  

in commemoration  

“In fact, all who want to live religiously in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12).  »  There is nothing this world offers 
that Christians can take for granted, as if faith in Jesus Christ did not 
automatically place it in jeopardy. By the very fact that we are 
Christians we risk the loss of everything we could hope for in this 
world. If we truly “seek first the kingdom of God and its justice” and live 
by the truth and values of Jesus Christ in all their depth and fullness, it 
is not a persecuting government which will declare us outlaws. Society 
itself will “outlaw” us in much more subtle ways; or at least we run the 
risk of this. Christians have to accept this risk as the very core of their 
spirituality, of their relationship to Christ. If we do not, then all of our 
decisions—more unconsciously than consciously—will be dominated 
by fear and the pressure to conform to the standards and practices of 
this world.  FR. DAVID KNIGHT (His Way)



ST. BONIFACE

78 J U N E  2 0 2 0  l ivingwithchrist .us

of blessed Saint Boniface
be acceptable to you,  

we pray, O Lord,
so that they may be pleasing 

to your majesty
just as the shedding  

of this Martyr’s blood
was precious in your sight.
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON   
(Cf. Matthew 16:24)
Whoever wishes to come 
after me, must deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow 
me, says the Lord.

OR  (Matthew 10:39)
Whoever loses his life for my 
sake, will find it in eternity, 
says the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May the sacred mysteries of 

which we have partaken,
O Lord, we pray,
give us that determination 

which made your blessed 
Martyr Saint Boniface.

faithful in your service
and victorious in suffering.
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Timothy is told that all Scripture is 
useful.

 $ In what way might I need to 
use Scripture to live better as 
Christ’s follower today?

Jesus, today I will…

The Bible is a stream in which the elephant  
may swim and the lamb may wade.

POPE ST. GREGORY THE GREAT




