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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON   
(Cf. Psalm 27 [26]:1-2)
The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of 
my life; whom should I dread? 
When those who do evil draw 
near, they stumble and fall.

COLLECT
O God, from whom  

all good things come,
grant that we, who call on 

you in our need,
may at your prompting 

discern what is right,
and by your guidance do it.
Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with 

you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

READING (1 Kings 17:1-6)
Elijah the Tishbite, from 
Tishbe in Gilead, said to 
Ahab: “As the Lord, the God 
of Israel, lives, whom I serve, 
during these years there shall 
be no dew or rain except at my 
word.” The Lord then said to 
Elijah: “Leave here, go east and 
hide in the Wadi Cherith, east 
of the Jordan. You shall drink 
of the stream, and I have com-
manded ravens to feed you 
there.” So he left and did as 
the Lord had commanded. 
He went and remained by 
the Wadi Cherith, east of the 
Jordan. Ravens brought him 
bread and meat in the morn-
ing, and bread and meat in the 
evening, and he drank from 
the stream.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
(Psalm 121:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8)
r∙ Our help is from the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth.
I lift up my eyes toward  
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 the mountains;
 whence shall help come  

 to me?
My help is from the Lord,
 who made heaven  

 and earth.
r∙ Our help is from the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth.
May he not suffer your foot  

 to slip;
 may he slumber not  

 who guards you:
Indeed he neither slumbers  

 nor sleeps,
 the guardian of Israel. r∙
The Lord is your guardian;  

 the Lord is your shade;
 he is beside you at your  

 right hand.
The sun shall not harm you  

 by day,
 nor the moon by night. r∙
The Lord will guard you  

 from all evil;
 he will guard your life.
The Lord will guard your  

 coming and your going,
 both now and forever. r∙

ALLELUIA  (Matthew 5:12a)
Alleluia, alleluia. Rejoice and 
be glad; for your reward will 
be great in heaven. Alleluia, 
alleluia.

GOSPEL  (Matthew 5:1-12)

W hen Jesus saw the 
crowds, he went 
up the mountain, 

and after he had sat down, 
his disciples came to him. He 
began to teach them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor  

 in spirit,
 for theirs is the Kingdom  

 of heaven.
Blessed are they who mourn,
 for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,
 for they will inherit the land.
Blessed are they who  

 hunger and thirst  
 for righteousness,

 for they will be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful,
 for they will be shown  

 mercy.
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Blessed are the clean of heart,
 for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
 for they will be called  

 children of God.
Blessed are they who are  

 persecuted for the sake  
 of righteousness,

 for theirs is the Kingdom  
 of heaven.

Blessed are you when they 
insult you and persecute you 

and utter every kind of evil 
against you falsely because of 
me. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward will be great in 
heaven. Thus they persecuted 
the prophets who were 
before you.”

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Look kindly upon our 

service, O Lord, we pray,
that what we offer

“Blessed are you….Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great 
in heaven” (Matthew 5:11-12).  »  Whenever I read the Beatitudes, I 
imagine an enormous checkerboard. In this square, the meek. In that 
one, the merciful—as though everybody can be lumped into categories 
like that, once and for all. In fact, each time I read this passage a 
different line speaks to me. One time I’m mourning a loss, so I take 
comfort in the idea that the pain will not last forever. Another time I’m 
navigating a conflict, so I notice Jesus’ words to the peacemakers. On 
yet another reading, I’m feeling slighted by people who disapprove of 
my beliefs, so I relate to the persecuted. When we choose the path of 
discipleship, we might find ourselves in any of these groups at any 
time. Maybe that’s why Jesus offers encouragement and consolation, 
no matter where we might be standing.  KARLA MANTERNACH
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may be an acceptable 
oblation to you

and lead us to grow in charity.
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON   
(Psalm 18 [17]:3)
The Lord is my rock, my 
fortress, and my deliverer; my 
God is my saving strength.

OR  (1 John 4:16)  
God is love, and whoever 
abides in love abides in God, 
and God in him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May receiving this Sacrament, 

O Lord our God, 
bring us health  

of body and soul, 
as we confess your eternal holy 

Trinity and undivided Unity.
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Jesus reveals the kind of ac-
tions that must characterize his 
followers.

 $ Which beatitude do I most 
need to attend to today?

Jesus, today I will…

In your sacrament  
we daily embrace you  

and receive you  
into our bodies.  

Make us worthy  
to experience the 
resurrection for  
which we hope.  

Teach us to find our joy  
in your favor!
ST. EPHREM OF SYRIA




