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God’s perfect justice

The world often feels more random than fair. 
Sometimes good people seem to be rewarded. But 
often there seems to be no reason behind who 
succeeds or fails. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus uses our common 
human desire for wealth and compares God’s kingdom to a 
fortune waiting to be found in a field or a pearl of immeasur-
able value. 

His final example from fishing is perhaps the most powerful. 
We can picture the profitable fish being separated from the 
muck and imagine what it will be like when good and evil are 
literally partitioned from each other in our world. Victims no 
longer tormented by perpetrators; the vulnerable no longer 
attacked by predators; the kind-hearted no longer manipulated 
by the spiteful. Instead, all people will answer for their actions. 

It is perhaps the greatest of all images Jesus gives us of 
God’s kingdom. Perfect justice distributed to all peoples. In 
God’s kingdom—unlike in our world—no one will be the victim 
of random actions, but rather, moral integrity and personal 
prosperity will always be the rule.  ]  andrew hume
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Sunday,
July 26
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON   
(Cf. Psalm 68 [67]:6-7, 36)
God is in his holy place, 
God who unites those who 
dwell in his house; he himself 
gives might and strength to 
his people.

INTRODUCTORY RITES  (page 27)

COLLECT
O God, protector of those 

who hope in you,
without whom nothing has 

firm foundation, nothing 
is holy,

bestow in abundance your 
mercy upon us

and grant that, with you as 
our ruler and guide,

we may use the good things 
that pass

in such a way as to hold fast 
even now

to those that ever endure.
Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with  

you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING  (1 Kings 3:5, 7-12)
T h e  L o r d  a p p e a r e d  t o 
Solomon in a dream at night. 
God said, “Ask something of 
me and I will give it to you.” 
Solomon answered: “O Lord, 
my God, you have made me, 
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your servant, king to succeed 
my father David; but I am a 
mere youth, not knowing at 
all how to act. I serve you in 
the midst of the people whom 
you have chosen, a people so 
vast that it cannot be num-
bered or counted. Give your 
servant, therefore, an under-
standing heart$ to judge your 
people and to distinguish 
right from wrong. For who is 
able to govern this vast people 
of yours?”

The Lord was pleased that 
Solomon made this request. 

So God said to him: “Because 
you have asked for this—not 
for a long life for yourself, nor 
for riches, nor for the life of 
your enemies, but for under-
standing so that you may 
know what is right—I do as 
you requested. I give you a 
heart so wise and understand-
ing that there has never been 
anyone like you up to now, 
and after you there will come 
no one to equal you.”
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

$ Heart  For biblical people, the heart did not just identify the 
physical organ but rather the psychological activity associated with 
it. Since the heart was associated with emotional changes (speeding 
up when we are excited) and physical life (ceasing to beat when we 
die), “heart” becomes a general word to identify the location of the 
distinctively human activities of feeling, thinking, and deciding. 
Today we might describe this as the “self.” So Solomon’s request is 
not for wealth and power, but rather for the understanding and 
discernment he will need to be a wise king.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM  (Psalm 119:57,  
72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-130)
r∙ Lord, I love your commands.
I have said, O Lord, that  

 my part
 is to keep your words.
The law of your mouth is  

 to me more precious
 than thousands of gold  

 and silver pieces. r∙
Let your kindness comfort  

 me
 according to your promise  

 to your servants.
Let your compassion come  

 to me that I may live,
 for your law is my delight.  

 r∙
For I love your commands
 more than gold, however  

 fine.
For in all your precepts  

 I go forward;
 every false way I hate. r∙
Wonderful are your decrees;
 therefore I observe them.
The revelation of your words  

 sheds light,

 giving understanding to  
 the simple. r∙

SECOND READING  (Romans 8:28-30)
Brothers and sisters: We know 
that all things work for good 
for those who love God, who 
are called according to his 
purpose. For those he fore-
knew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image 
of his Son, so that he might 
be the firstborn among many 
brothers and sisters. And those 
he predestined he also called; 
and those he called he also jus-
tified; and those he justified he 
also glorified.
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA  (Matthew 11:25)
Alleluia, alleluia. Blessed are 
you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth; you have revealed 
to little ones the mysteries of 
the kingdom. Alleluia, alleluia.
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GOSPEL  (Matthew 13:44-52)
For the shorter version, omit the indented 
parts in brackets.

A reading from the holy 
Gospel according to Matthew.   
Glory to you, O Lord.

J esus said to his disciples: 
“The kingdom of heaven 
is like a treasure buried in 

a field, which a person finds 
and hides again, and out of 
joy goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field. Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like 
a merchant searching for fine 
pearls. When he finds a pearl 
of great price, he goes and sells 
all that he has and buys it. 

[Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a net thrown 
into the sea, which collects 
fish of every kind. When it is 
full they haul it ashore and 
sit down to put what is good 
into buckets. What is bad they 
throw away. Thus it will be at 

the end of the age. The angels 
will go out and separate the 
wicked from the righteous 
and throw them into the fiery 
furnace, where there will be 
wailing and grinding of teeth.
 “Do you understand all 
these things?” They answered, 
“Yes.” And he replied, “Then 
every scribe who has been 
instructed in the kingdom 
of heaven is like the head 
of a household who brings 
from his storeroom both the 
new and the old.”]

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH  (page 30)

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

PREPARATION OF GIFTS  (page 32)

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, we pray,  

the offerings
which we bring from the 
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abundance of your gifts,
that through the powerful 

working of your grace
these most sacred mysteries may 

sanctify our present way of life
and lead us to eternal gladness.
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

PREFACE  (Sundays in Ordinary Time, 
pages 33-34)

COMMUNION ANTIPHON   
(Psalm 103 [102]:2)
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
never forget all his benefits.

OR  (Matthew 5:7-8)  
Blessed are the merciful, 
for they shall receive mercy. 
Blessed are the clean of heart, 
for they shall see God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We have consumed, O Lord, 

this divine Sacrament,
the perpetual memorial of 

the Passion of your Son;

grant, we pray, that this gift,
which he himself gave us with 

love beyond all telling,
may profit us for salvation.
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

BLESSING  & DISMISSAL  (page 56)

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Jesus brought us to life when we 
were cut off from God’s life by our 
sinfulness.

 $ How can I thank Jesus for his 
loving mercy to me?

Jesus, thank you…

SAYING AMEN

In the Collect, we ask God to “bestow 
in abundance your mercy upon us.” 

 $ Where am I most in need of 
God’s mercy right now?

Merciful Father…

  see pages 18-19 for more 
reflections on today’s  

second reading.  
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Living with Christ This Week
PSALM RESPONSE

r∙ Lord, I love your commands.
Our psalm response reminds us that 
following Christ means attending to God’s 
expectations of how we should live.

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS

Use these intercessions with your prayers 
this week.

 # For all who desire to respond more fully 
to God’s love:  
r· Come dwell with us, O God.

 # For those who dedicate themselves to 
leadership in our Church: r·

 # For those helping the lonely and the 
oppressed: r·

 # For those who are suffering from 
sickness and preparing for death: r·

 # For those who are suffering from 
oppression and persecution: r·

 # For those who are lonely and in need of 
companionship: r·

Our eucharistic 
participation helps 
us to grow in rela-
tionship with God. 
In this week’s first 
readings, Jeremiah, 
faced with the immi-
nent destruction of 
Jerusalem, urges the 
people to change 
their ways and invite 
God into their lives. 
Some accept his 
message and others 
demand his death. In 
the gospel readings, 
Jesus, also under 
threat of death, con-
tinues to reveal how 
to respond to God’s 
presence through his 
parables.  ]

SEVEnTEEnTH WEEK In OrDInArY TIME»
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